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by Dave Burdett, Director of Alumni Relations

Campus News
Despite the economic downturn 

of the past several years, the Lord 
has used sound financial counsel 
from the Board and others to preserve 
the school system in a solid financial 
condition even though enrollment 
had significantly declined.  As the 
economic scene improves, our 
enrollment is increasing, and there 
looks to be significant growth ahead.  
In fact, waiting lists have returned at 
the Day School!

With the ret irement of Mr. 
Thompson reported in the last issue, 
Mr. Sullivan had to fill the double 
role of Superintendent and high 
school Principal.  Late last summer, 
however, Mr. Kevin Flye was hired 
to take the Principal position.  Mr. 
Flye came from Eastside Christian 

School in Fullerton, where he had 
served since 1997, most recently 
as the Chief Operating Officer.  He 
brought with him a passion for quality 
education and spiritual development, 
technological savvy, and a voice that 
can be heard across campus.  A year 
of commuting from Orange County 
convinced him to relocate locally, and 
we look forward to benefitting from his 
leadership for a long time.

After joining us in 1990, Mrs. 
Helen Armstrong sensed it was time 
to call it a career and has retired.  She 
has been the hub around which the 
Math Department rotated, and her 
soft-spoken pedagogy will be truly 
missed.  Mr. Ludwig will succeed her 
as Department Leader and take the 
advanced math classes she taught, 
and in turn he has bequeathed the 
physics curriculum to former middle 

school teacher Mrs. Monica Scarano.
It’s only been two years that 

Cameron Stevens has served as our 
Vice-Principal of Discipleship, but the 
Lord is leading him elsewhere:  Mr. 
Stevens will be working with Student 
Venture in the Murrieta area and will 
also have a position in a local church. 
Mark Poncy has been hired to take 
his place.

Another departure was Mr. Evan 
Human whose keyboard and other 
musical skills have supported the 
choral program immensely.  He will be 
taking a post at Crossroads Christian.  
A member of the Woodcrest family 
largely unknown to the students was 
Mr. Skip Kinnan who maintained our 
buses and did all manner of support 
chores.  This is actually a second 
retirement for him, and his plans, after 
selling the house, are to hit the road 
in his motorhome.

Though not really a departure, 
a major change in the faculty ranks 
comes with Mrs. Julie Sullivan 
giving up her Chemistry classes to 
assume the role of Staff Development 
Coordinator.  This newly created 
position will help the teaching staff 
hone their skills.  Mrs. Sullivan will 
keep her foot in the classroom door, 
however, as she will continue to teach 
the Anatomy & Physiology class.

One other bit of faculty news 
worthy of note.  Mr. Mark Adler, 
a long-standing member of the 
Bib le depar tment ,  completed 
his PhD this year focusing on 
student perceptions of the clarity 

Alumni
Newsletter

Woodcrest Christian School     ●    18401 Van Buren Blvd. Riverside, CA  92508    ●    951-780-2010
Glorify	God	by	pursuing	excellence	in	Christ-centered	academics

Please check the website listed above
to keep current on events taking place on campus or with your class.

Mr. Kevin Flye brought energy and vision into his 
role as the new high school Principal.

Mrs. Armstrong opted for more grandma time after 
a quarter of a century at Woodcrest.



and immediacy of Bible faculty 
classroom instruction.  Though Mr. 
Adler deserves great commendation 
for this accomplishment, he humbly 
asks not to be called “Dr.”

In many ways, the graduation 
ceremony at Woodcrest remains 
steadfastly the same, yet each year 
always demonstrates its uniqueness.  
Punctuality places high on the list of 
virtues, but the 2014 commencement 
got a late start as one student waited 
for a gown to be delivered!  Then, Mr. 
Alfredo Ramos, a WCS grad who was 
completing his second year on the 
faculty, spoke on “Gaining the World,” 
the first time a faculty member has 
been the featured speaker.  And, of 
course, it’s always a surprise to see 
what token the graduates bestow on 
the Principal, and this year, Mr. Flye 
was the recipient of 86 strings of 
Mardi Gras beads.  The essentials 
of the service remained the same, 
however, as seniors were made 
alumni, parents were made proud, 
and God was glorified.  
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2013-14 Sports

Fall
Volleyball

On the volleyball court, the var-
sity girls showed marked improve-
ment from the past couple of sea-
sons. Led by the hitting of Lauren 
Wells and Tesa Oaks, they pounded 
their way to a fourth place finish in 
league which earned them a playoff 
berth. After sweeping Rialto in the 
first round, they fell to the eventual 
second place team, Crean Lutheran. 

It was a remarkable season for 

boys volleyballers. With the pres-
sure of keeping an 88 match win-
ning streak alive, they came through 
in a big way, not only to break the 
100 mark and ending the season 
with 105 victories in a row, but did 
it in overwhelming style, losing only 
two sets along the way. Senior setter 
Brett Prater earned the league MVP 
title, but he was accompanied by 
four team-mates on the First Team 
All-League squad. Then, after 27 

years at the helm, Coach Ricards 
stepped down from coach¬ing vol-
leyball as the ultimate winner.

Cross Country
 Woodcrest Christian’s Cross 

Country program pushed it up a 
couple notches this past fall. Enliv-
ened by the addition of impressive 
young talent, both boys and girls 
improved on last year’s finishes. 
The girls, led by freshman Marissa 
Thompson recaptured the Ambas-
sador League crown before winning 
their heat in CIF Pre-lims. In the Fi-
nals, they earned runner-up honors 
in the Southern Section and went on 
to take sixth place at the state meet. 
The boys continued their dominance 
of the Ambassador League. Often 
led by Austin Dubyak, they also won 
their heat in Pre-lims before taking 
fifth place in both Southern Sec-
tion and the State. Thompson and 
Dubyak also earned All-State hon-
ors by taking tenth place in the race 
at Woodward Park.

Tennis
Bereft of any senior athletes, 

the girls’ tennis squad had to rely on 
junior leadership.  So, two juniors, 
Cheyenne Thornton and Kylie Bes-
lie, served as co-captains for the 
team; and they took their mentor-
ing roles seriously, really seeking to 
help the younger players develop.  
Though the won-loss records won’t 
be remembered as highlights for the 
season, the girls could take real sat-
isfaction in improvement, most no-
ticeably seen in a 9-9 win on games 
against an Arrowhead team that had 
defeated them 4-14 earlier in league 
play.

Winter
Soccer

After several encouraging out-
ings in pre-season play, the girls’ 
soccer team settled down to the 
reality of Ambassador League play. 
Atop the scoring tally was senior 
Tania Uribe, but she received sup-

Celebrating Dr. Adler’s commencement with him 
are two of his advisors, Dr. Issler and Dr. Esqueda.

Excitement reigns before graduates enter the 
sanctuary for their graduation ceremony!

Coach Ricards holds a plaque commemorating 
the 105 victories which concluded his career.



butterfly.  The picture for next year 
will look really new.  Not only does a 
strong senior contingent depart, but 
coach Lori Woodbeck opted to bring 
her WCS coaching career to an end.

  
Golf

Out on the links, Woodcrest 
golfers took third place in the Am-
bassador League with a 9-5 record.  
Coach Ricards excitedly recalled 
the team having its lowest score in 
seven years, a 202 against Citrus 
Hill and MLKing!  Individual stand-
outs were Alec Carlson (First Team 
All-League) and Connor Hennessey 
(Second Team All-League) who 
shared the team’s MVP award.  Also 
contributing well was Austin Eatinger 
(Second Team All-League) who shot 
his best round of golf ever in the 
league’s individual prelims.  Hopes 
are high for an even better season 
next spring.

Track & Field
Track & Field had an entirely 

different feel this year, the first in 
decades without Coach Billy York at 
the helm.  In addition, it was definitely 
a rebuilding year for new coach 
Eric Reynolds.  Not surprisingly, top 
individual performances came in the 
distance events.  Top performers 
included JP Reynolds (1600) and 
Mike Conant (who was league 
champion in the 3200) for the boys, 
and Wesley Milligan (3200) for 
the girls.  Team scores were down 
because the lower number of athletes 
produced fewer points.
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port from fellow mid-fielder Kristen 
Johnson (Jr.). Taylor Stark (Sr.) and 
Jane Noh (Jr.) also made key con-
tributions on defense.  The season 
ended with the team in the sixth spot 
in the Ambassador League.

A promising season for the boys’ 
soccer squad was derailed when 
two key players Eugene Lee, a se-
nior forward, and Garrett Perry, a 
freshman mid-fielder, received sea-
son-ending injuries. Following these 
and other injuries, the team only 
managed to finish in fifth place. Key 
“survivors” included Jacob Noh (Sr.) 
who led the team in scoring with 
support from fellow seniors Lucas 
Yeager and Austin Eatinger in mid-
field and Ryan Morse on defense.

Basketball
Girls’ basketball had a great 

start to the season, winning the 
championship in the Lady Royals 
Invitational on campus. Sophomore 
McKenna Prater’s work in the paint 
was supported well by Eryn Pongs 
(Jr.) and Andrea Torres (Sr.) on the 
periphery, and Jill O’Neill’s (So.) play 
holds good promise for the future. 
Though many of their games have 
been very tight, and some have 
gone into overtime, the squad could 
only manage a fifth place finish.

After dominating the Big Sky 
League, Woodcrest’s boys’ basket-
ball team finally won an Ambassador 
League championship. After losing 
senior forward Luke Knapp with the 
hand injury early in the season, Alex 
Wright (Fr.) and Hezekiah Banks 
(So.) worked hard to hold things to-
gether. Along with improved scoring 
from Tyler Webb (Sr.) and the return 
of Knapp, the Royals finished the 
season strong. Entering the playoffs 
ranked ninth in Division 5AA, they 
got a first round bye, but a close loss 
to Xavier Prep in the second round 
ended their season.

Spring
Softball

In softball, Woodcrest was led 

by rookie coach Louise Gomez who 
guided her squad to a fourth place 
finish in the Ambassador league 
with an 8-6 record.  Key contribu-
tors to the team were senior pitcher 
Julie Brackett and catcher Macken-
zie Hammar.  Hammar finished her 
career with some rarely achieved 
numbers:   100 runs, 100 hits, and 
100 RBI’s.  Brackett and Hammar 
won first team All-League recogni-
tion, while sophomore Ashley Ek-
berg made the second team.  Fourth 
place earned them a Wild card game 
against Bell Gardens, buy they were 
unable to advance. 

Baseball
When spring came around, the 

Royals’ baseball team put together 
another excellent season.  Begin-
ning with a strong showing in the 
Chino tournament, they went on to 
earn another unblemished league 
championship.  The senior-dominat-
ed team was led both on the mound 
and at the plate by Brett Prater; win-
ner of Ambassador League MVP and 
All CIF honors, he will be WCS’s lat-
est contribution to the pitching staff 
at CBU.  The season didn’t last as 
long as the team hoped, however, 
as they succumbed 3-2 in the twelfth 
inning of their first round play-off 
game against Cabrillo.

Swimming
Despite a decrease in the num-

ber of athletes competing, Wood-
crest’s swim team had another ban-
ner year.  Early on, they won the 
Pentathlon they hosted.  Then they 
competed in the inaugural Ambas-
sador League for swimming and 
swam away with both the girls’ and 
boys’ championships.  In another 
first, WCS swimmers earned their 
first ever individual Southern Sec-
tion titles when Jenna Frazer and 
Sarah Mossman swam the exact 
same times in the 100-yard but-
terfly event.  Jenna’s brother Josh 
also picked up a pair of third place 
finishes in the 50 free and the 100 

Key Dates

Sept. 26 - Alumni Volleyball
6:00 & 7:30

Oct. 10 - Annual Golf
Tournament

Jan. 31 - Homecoming
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Mountain Biking
As the mountain bike program 

continues to develop, Woodcrest 
Christian’s peddlers produced an-
other strong showing in southern 
California and at the state compe-
tition.  Two young riders turned in 
outstanding performances:  Haley 
Peery took second place for fresh-
man girls, and similarly sophomore 
Jonathan Martinez was second for 
the sophomore boys.  Overall, the 
team took fourth place in Southern 
California competition before going 
on to grab the tenth spot at the state 
level.

The Arts
Even though the leadership 

of the WCS Drama Club passed 
from Mrs. Fodera to Mrs. Bickett, 
superb productions just kept coming.  
Veteran Royals thespians teamed up 
to produce two classics this past year.  
In the fall, Andreas Schmidt gave 
a strong performance as George 
Bailey in “It’s a Wonderful Life.”  Solid 
support came from Chase Burns as 
the angel Clarence, Audrey Pongs as 
Mrs. Bailey, and Adam Chebahtah as 
the irascible Henry Potter.

When it came time for the spring 
musical, the big stage in the Pavilion 

was transformed into “Oklahoma,” 
complete with a windmill.  This 
time it was Chase Burns giving fine 
renditions of “Oh, What a Beautiful 

Morning” and the title tune in the lead 
role of Curley.  Andreas Schmidt (Ali 
Hakim) stood out as did Daniel Gottlob 
(Will Parker), but it was Cammi 
Fodera who made a marvelous debut 
in her first major role playing Laurey.

Woodcres t ’s  voca l  mus ic 
cont inues to shine under the 
leadership of Mrs. Candy Fodera.  
Events like the annual Broadway’s 
Best Concert, the Christmas Concert, 
and the Concert in the Park are always 
crowd pleasers and are well worth 
attending.  Once again, the Chamber 
Choir received the invitation to sing 
at Disney’s Candlelight Festival at 
Christmas, and choirs at every level 
perform well at adjudications.  

Alumni News

1985
Many of you might remember the 
articles on the Pacific Wealth scam 
in the Press Enterprise a number of 
years back.  Anna [Sneiderwine] 
Richter was one of the victims.  This 
September, she will be filmed about 
her experiences for the CNBC series 
American Greed.  Right now she’s 
looking for a new place to keep all of 
her horses.

1987
Gwynn [Van Tuyl] Shumacher 

continues to serve with her husband 
Karl in mentoring leaders in the 
underground church  he lp ing 
Christians there “count the cost of 
true discipleship.”  Last summer, two 
of her boys followed in her footsteps 
as part of a mission team that went 
to South Africa, and they hoped to do 
another trip this summer.

1988
In a graduation extravaganza, Tricia 
[Hadley] Rupe’s family made a big 
trip to Europe, taking in England, 
France, and Italy.  They celebrated 
Jack, Jr.’s (17) graduation from high 
school and signing with UCSD to 
play baseball, Sarah’s (22) upcoming 
December graduation from CSU San 
Marcos and Jalynn’s (20) graduation 
from UC Davis next June.

Andreas Schmidt and Audrey Pongs deal with life 
as Mr. & Mrs. Bailey in “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

One of the earliest Woodcrest couples—Cori [Al-
mand] and Gregg Anderson—is still looking good. The Rupe family got a chance to visit Buckingham 

Palace as part of their European excursion.

Tina [Vitatoe] Hemseri sent along this picture of 
her family.
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1989
David Park’s family is up to three 
now:  Jaden (6), Brendan (4), and 
Alexandra Mina Park, born on 
Christmas Day, 2012.

1994
Alicia Dufour and Tony Ramirez 
were married on April 12, 2014.  They 
run a photography business together.  
February 17, 2014 marked the birth of 
Florian Patrick Fisher to Jeremy and 

Andrea [Decker] Fisher.  Though 
a c-section was scheduled the next 
day, Florian thought he’d make an 
early appearance, and he did so 

Alexandra, the newest addition to David Park’s 
family, was a real Christmas present.

It won’t be long before Florian Fisher starts getting 
up and around for himself.

Looks like Tim Caskey (‘92) has opened a new 
business venture in the Hawaiian islands.

After two girls, Erin Stepien is going to have to 
learn how to deal with little boys.

The classes of ‘94 & ‘95 got together in late June for their 20 year reunion.  They spent Saturday on campus 
playing softbal and basketball, eating lunch, and doing a lot of catching up!

successfully.  Big brother Beckett truly 
loves this new addition. • Similarly, 
Nolan John Stepien, born March 
18, 2014, was a big hit with sisters 
Claire (6) and Olivia (4).  Parents 
Erin [Nolan] and Corey Sepien have 
moved back to the Riverside area to 
be closer to family. • Carla [Eason] 
Laureano has another novel out. This 
one is titled Oath of the Brotherhood 
and only shares a Scottish style 
setting with her earlier book, Five 
Days in Skye.  Whereas the latter 
was a modern day romance, Oath 
is a sword and sorcery action novel.

1995
See note in 1994 about Andrea 
Fisher’s baby.

1996
Michael Keith  is  working as 
a Correctional Officer at Oregon 

Alicia and Tony had been married just a couple 
months when they took part in the ‘94 reunion.

A traditional bridal party photo in a traditional set-
ting commemorates Michael Keith’s wedding.
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State Penitentiary in Salem, but his 
big news is that he married Clara 
Hemsteter on October 12, 2013. • 
Life has gotten a little busier for Lara 
[Packard] Schriver with the arrival of 
her second, a boy named Kurt Henry 
Schriver, born on February 15, 2014.

1997
Chris Hughes stopped in one 
afternoon and let me know that he 
had returned from the east coast 
to help care for his mother who is 
battling ALS. • Derek Liggett has 
tended bar at the Ontario Comedy 
Club for seven years.  His daughter 
is at WCS now:  “She is playing 
basketball and volleyball like her old 
man.” • Back in 2012, Luke Wallace 
graduated from the University of 
Redlands with an MBA. • Jennifer So 
posted that she was now an officially 
licensed psychologist in California!

1998
Shannon Rolland passed along that 
her brother, Christian Rolland works 
in IT.  He is married and has a two 
and half year old named Zachary 
that Shannon finds “adorable!” • Vicki 
Pepper’s broadcasting career seems 
to be doing well.  She let me know 
that she now “hosts the evening show 
on K-Frog here in the I.E.”  All you 
country fans might want to tune in!

1999
In a magical wedding in the Bahamas, 
Nicole Cieslinski married Roc 
Roggeveen on May 23, 2014.  The 
couple make their home in Redlands. 
Nicole works as an attorney for 

Hengesbach & Dawson in Ontario. 
• A week later, Miranda Johnson 
married Kyle O’Dell in a beautiful 
backyard ceremony at her parents’ 
home on May 31st.  Miranda continues 
to serve as a Paramedic for AMR, 
as well as an EMT at Pechanga, 

while Kyle works 48 hour shifts with 
Redondo Beach Fire. Newlywed 
Miranda writes, “God has blessed 
us immensely!” • On July 23, 2014, 
Michael Russell Aplin was born to 
Melodie [Rendle] Aplin and her 
husband Marcus. • “I am enjoying 
life in the Midwest and have finally 
adjusted to driving in the winter!” 
writes Adrienne [Solo] Lamos.  
Married for four years, Adrienne and 
her husband Matt call Waverly, IA 
home.  She is a surgical RN while 
he manages East Bremer Diner, a 
favorite local steakhouse.  Also “in 
the family” is Kona who caught their 

The greenery shows that the Packards don’t live 
in SoCal.  Lara holds their latest addition, Kurt.

Adrienne and Matt Lamos make their home in a 
small town on the Cedar River in northeast Iowa.

“Don’t bother me.  I’m sleeping,”  says new-born 
Michael, son of Melodie Aplin.

it was a storybook wedding in the Bahamas for 
Nicole [Cieslinski] and husband Roc.

Woodcrest generations: bride Miranda is joined by 
mom Karen (‘79) and sister Maddie (‘16).

eye when they were volunteering at 
the local humane society.

2000
Shannon Rolland wrote to tell me 

Shannon and Matthew Clark can celebrate their 
eighteen month anniversay soon.
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about the changes in her life.  On 
March 9, 2013, she married Matthew 
Clark in Temecula.  The couple were 
able to honeymoon in beautiful 
Ireland.  “Up until earlier this year,” 
she wrote, “I was working as a 
graphic artist at a couple different 
places. I have a small photography 
Business (Max Optics Photography) 
and I volunteer and ride for the 
Riverside Sheriffs Mounted Posse.  I 
am still best friends with Tiffany Porter 
and we are still to this day mistaken 
as sisters (must have been all that 
time together in Jr high and high 
school!” • Other matrimonial events 
included Laura Roberts’ marriage to 
Ryan Hoppe on June 7, 2014, Natalie 
Perez’s wedding where she became 
Mrs. Williams on May 17, 2014, and 
Dylan Letrich who married Meredith 
Bankston last November.  • It’s really 
old news by now, but I noticed that 
Cristin Mahaffey married Matthew 
O’Brien back on November 17, 2012.  
Cristin is now a Clinical Therapist at 
Loma Linda University Behavioral 
Medicine Center. • Little Eli Thomas, 
born to Jeremy Richard’s wife is just 
a year old, having been born last July 
16th. • Stephanie [Emslie] Vert let 
me know that she and her family are 
in Yucaipa;  she has been married 
to husband Chris for 2 ½ years.  He 
works for a surgical instrumentation 
company in Redlands, and she gets 
to stay at home with the kids who 
number six now:  Trent (15), Noel 
(13), Sean (10), Lily (8), Lucas (6), 

Afternoon shadows and a rustic setting create a 
romantic aura for Ryan & Laura Hoppe’s wedding.

Perhaps Cristin & Matthew aren’t newlyweds any 
more, but we still share the joy of their marriage.

Sara White’s pair, Jayme and Matthew, have cer-
tainly inherited mom’s blond hair.

It looks like a number of Woodcrest alumni joined 
in the Dylan Letrich’s bridal party.

With their six kids, Stephanie & Chris Vert can 
boast that their quiver is full.

Jeremy Richard’s youngest, Eli, just celebrated 
his first birthday.  

Sunbeams frame the happy couple at Natalie 
Perez’ wedding in May.

and Elena (18 months). • In an update 
from Sara [Smith] White, I found out 
her husband’s job with Edison has 
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Career officer Ebony Miller does a great job as a 
new “poster child” for the Navy.

Big sister Katelyn proudly holds the latest addition 
to the Burdett household, new-born Benjamin.

Dr. Koning and his wife Brooke are set to move 
from the University of Toledo Medical Center.

Born on the Fourth of July!  Tiny Cicada Gonzales 
must have been the reason for all the fireworks.

Now that’s a birth announcement!  Kendra Stewart 
daringly holds little Everett sans diaper.

Eighteen month old Myles, the newest member 
of the Maxfield family, joined them from Ethiopia.

It’s all smiles for Michelle and Patrick McPhee, 
married just two months now.

allowed her to be a full time mom with 
her two kids.  While she is enjoying 
the experience, she still looks to 
return to teaching after Jayme [4] and 
Matthew [18 months] are older. •  I 
also got word that Jeff Boyd is now 
a Deputy District Attorney.

a friendly rivalry to see who will make 
area director first.  Michelle shared 
that her son TJ is 11, but thinks he 
should be a teenager, that daughter 
Shelby has discovered make-up, and 
that 2 ½ year old Sophia provides the 
comic relief for the family. •  A new 
arrival in Ashton Ellis’ household 
is John Michael, born July 3, 2013. 
•  Another growing family is that 
of Stephen and Amanda Burdett.  
Benjamin David arrived on June 
20, 2014, and came home ten days 
later after a short stint in the NICU 
battling an infection. • Finally, Lisa 
[D’Alessandro] Maxfield brought 
Myles from Ethiopia in November, 
2013.  Myles is 18 months now and 
with Koral (5) and Caden (3) makes 
3 kids under six for Lisa & Matt.  
Moving to a new house just added 
to their hectic life! • A final expanding 
family is that of Lindsey [Weeks] 

Gonzales.  She gave birth to Cicada 
Elise Gonzales on the Fourth of July!    

2002
Everett Charles Stewart missed the 
fireworks as he was born to Kendra 
[Petersen] Stewart on July 5, 2014  
in Castle Rock, CO.

2001
Jon Koning took Brooke as his wife 
last July 12.  It looks like Jon has been 
doing a pain medicine fellowship in 
Toledo, but is headed for Dallas this 
summer. • In further wedding news, 
Michelle [Baggett] Morat wrote to 
say that she and Patrick McPhee were 
married on June 17, 2014.  Though 
many family members celebrated 
with them, others were able to share 
in the festivities via a webcast!  Both 
work for the same company and have 
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Evalie & Jeff now have a pair a little ladies in the 
household to keep them busy.

All the Mahaffey girls got to be part of Aindrea’s 
wedding to Philip Pledger last August.

Debra & Matthew Minnich’s son Jason is almost a 
year and a half old now.

2003
Aindrea Mahaffey and Philip Pledger 
were married on August 24, 2013. • 
Population growth seems to be the 
story for the class of 2003 as well.  
Jeff & Evalie [Musich] Koning now 
have two after the birth of Adalie Jane 
Koning; she made her appearance 
on Oct. 21, 2013. • Then, little Jason 
joined Debra [Johnson] Minnich’s 
family in March of 2013.  He can 
already brag that he’s been to eleven 

states.  When mom and dad like to 
travel, you go along! • After two boys, 
Kati [Von Rajcs] Sabersky got a 
girl when Grace was born in May 
• Several others have also let me 
know that there are more births on 
the horizon.

world on March 15, this year.  Marci 
also just received notification that she 
has been chosen as the first Jonas 
Nurse Leader Scholar in the history 
of the University of Wyoming’s Fay 
W. Whitney School of Nursing.  Not 
only will Marci “be exposed to some of 
nursing’s top leaders and innovative 
leadership principles,” but the award 
also will help fund her studies in 
pursuit of a Doctor of Nursing Practice 
degree. • Not to be outdone, Andrew 
and Stephanie [Griffith] Ricards 
recently brought home twin boys, 
Jack David and Adam Jeremiah, born 
on June 28, 2014.

Could anything be more delightfully “cute” than 
Kati Sabersky and new daughter Grace?

Marriage to a Marine means living close to the 
base in Twenty-nine Palms for Racheal Houser.

The sun may have been setting at Billy & Crystal’s 
wedding, but it’s just rising on their marriage.

Marci Wildeman is going to be busy with work, 
school, and her new baby Graham.

2004
Hannah Ayotte became Mrs. 
Jonathan Briggs on September 14, 
2013, Billy Hall married Crystal 
Crawford on June 21, 2014, and 
Racheal Heagney was wed to 
Ron Houser this past July 19th. • 
In baby news, Marci [Johnson] 
Wildeman wrote to say that she 
loves being a mommy since she and 
Kyle welcomed baby Graham into the 

2005 
Just after the last newsletter came 
out, Kirstin Hoffmann married Greg 
Dirks.  The ceremony, held July 27, 
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John Butler celebrates yet another graduation at 
UC Riverside.

Keegan needs to cherish every minute his new 
little one sleeps, even if it’s on him.

How could Kirstin and Greg get married on the 
beach without being barefoot?

Chris and Erin Jaeger cut their wedding cake be-
fore it somehow got on their faces.

A scenic venue only highlights the good looking 
elegant couple of Ashley and Alysse Larson.

Kelli and Tyler seem enchanted with each other as 
they share a toast at their reception.

Andrew has his hands full with this pair of lads.  
That makes four kids in the Ricards household.

2013, took place at the beach. •  Then, 
on the third day of the new year, Tyler 
Topp married Kelli Hennessey (’05) 
in an all-Woodcrest wedding. •  Lastly, 
during March, Erin Montgomery 
married Chris Jaeger. • In rather 
old nuptial news, Alysse Robison 
married H. Ashley Larson in 2012. 
•  Keegan & Charlotte Jones began 
their family with the birth of Gemma 
Isabel Jones, who joined them on 
June 10, 2014.  Keegan is clearly a 
proud papa! • Several months ago, 
Michael Berkeley stopped by.  He 
mentioned that he had earned his 

BA in Economics from CSU San 
Bernardino in 2009.  Currently he is 
with the Navy in  Newport, RI where 
he serves as an Supply Officer for the 
Navy; Michael seems to be looking to 
make it a career.

2006
Lots of wedding news for this class.  
One I missed earlier was that of 
Evan Birkett and Emily Smith who 
were married October 8, 2011. in a 
small back yard wedding.  I ran into 
Evan at the Toyota dealership in the 
auto center where he is a service 
writer.  He let me know that he and 
Emily have a little one, but I don’t 
have details on that yet.  Mallory 
Smith informed me that on August 
27, 2012 she had married a Navy 
Seabee.  Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Clark 
are currently stationed in Oxnard 
following a deployment in Okinawa.  
Mallory is looking to resume her 
progress to her JD degree. • Tiffany 
Snedeker married Derek Somerville 
on June 1, 2013, and later that year 
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Mallory and Tyler Clark make Oxnard their home 
to be close to the nearby naval base.

The Markhams, Tawney and Matt, don’t seem to 
have the arrival of Asher slow them down.

A graduate of Anderson University, Chris Rushton 
calls Indiapolis home for he and his bride Janelle.

Ashley McFarland just seems to be tickled pink 
with the arrival of her daughter Karis.

Just because she is now Mrs. Ward, doesn’t mean 
that Alex has lost her flair for the dramatic.

Mrs. Samantha Somerville is Student Services 
Coordinator for West Coast University.

Alex Wolnisty married Steven Ward 
on November 2.  Alex is a Service 
Manager at Cintas, and despite 
a 60+ hour per week schedule, 
she says she enjoys it.  She also 
mentioned that she and her husband 
are looking to sell their condo and 
get something a little bigger to give 
room for a family. • One final wedding 
was that of Chris Rushton who 
married Janelle Opple this past May 
16th. •   In honor of her mom who 

died from breast cancer three years 
ago, Melissa Mendez goes by Mel 
Noterman now.  Following her mom’s 
example, she went into nursing, 
and has received her RN/BSN from 
Western Governor ’s University.  
What made that milestone even 
more special is that her boyfriend, 
Andrew Wagner, graduated with her 
with a BA in Business Management.  
• The business efforts of Steffen 
Sommers were recently highlighted 
by the Press Enterprise.  According 
to the article, Steffen received the 
Riverside Business Week’s Young 
Entrepreneur award for opening Lift 
Coffee Roasters, fulfilling his long-

time dream of opening a coffee shop.

2007
Molly Hughes  married Austin 
Knutson last May 17 in Riverside. 
Molly writes, “We live in San Diego 
where I work as a Visual Manager for 
Free People and Austin as an Account 
Supervisor for Laz Parking.” • Don’t 
miss the note on Kelli Hennessey’s 
wedding under 2005. • In baby news 

Austin & Molly Knutson are lucky enough to call 
San Diego home
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Kaleen Musich and Andy Musser were married in 
a beautiful mountain setting.

You can’t say that Sarah has lost any of her exu-
berance, now that she is Mrs. Cooley.

Julie’s smile seems to shout, “I finally made it,” 
after finishing her Psych degree.

Under the human arch of their bridal party, Eric 
and Karena Ingalls exchange a quick kiss.

What else would expect from Jake Jeanson but a 
cap and a bow tie at his wedding.

After being a long-term couple at WCS, Kellie and 
Kyle tied the knot in their New Year nuptials.

Following their wedding, April & Jarrod celebrate 
with a back yard reception.

Mrs. Eric Cooley on February 21 of 
this year. •   Also tying the knot was 
Eric Ingalls, who married Karena 
on April 13. •  After dating since the 
end of high school, Kyle Trujillo and 
Kellie Vander Schaaf were married 
on January 10, 2014. • In another 

interclass marriage, Cameron 
Gagnon and Megan Smedley (‘10) 
were married on August 15, 2014. 
• Then, Jake Jeanson and Lorien 
Patmore said their vows on June 
7. • Finally, April Grube married 

for the class of 2007, Tawney [Kulpa] 
Markham gave birth to Asher Paul 
Markham on February 25 while Eric 
and Ashley [Compare] McFarland 
welcomed little Karis near the end of 
May, both this year. • According to big 
brother Michael, Greg Berkeley got 
his degree in Mechanical Engineering 
from CSU San Diego, and is now 
seeking a post on a nuclear sub with 
the Navy.

2008 
Lots of wedding news for this class. 
The ties between the Mussers 
and Musichs got even closer as 
Andy Musser (‘09) and Kaleen 
Musich made it a second marriage 
between the two clans on June 15, 
2014. • After getting engaged last 
September, Sarah Sonke became 

It was a nautical setting for Megan Smedley’s mar-
riage to Cameron Gagnon.
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Cal Poly SLO grad Michael Haworth now serves 
as a Mechanical Maintenance and Reliability En-
gineer for Phillips 66.

Mat and Miriam Longinow are considering various 
ministry opportunities.

Janelle and Zach made it official In the scenic 
foothills above Temecula.

After their May Day wedding, Ariel and Karl Rich-
ardson now call Dillon, Montana their home.

Jarrod Lutz on June 23, 2014•  
Julianne Varcie earned her degree 
from Cal State San Bernardino in 
March 2014. She majored in Human 
Development with an emphasis in 
Child Development and minored in 
Psychology. •  Lauren Copeland also 
graduated; she took home a degree 
in Anthropology & Archaeology from 
UC Riverside.

2009
Hopefully you saw the note on 
Andy Musser’s marriage to Kaleen 
Musich above.  On May 1, 2013 
Ariel  Clingman  marr ied Kar l 
Richardson.  Then in a picturesque 
setting in the hills below Temecula, 
the seven year epic of Zach Sailer 

degree to work in her job in the NICU 
(neonatal intensive care unit) at a local 
hospital. • Another 2013 graduate 
was Erie Lee.  Since completing 
her degree at Eastman School of 
Music, she has been teaching cello 
lessons and auditioning for grad 
school.  Erie will begin her Master’s 
degree at Eastman this fall, but will 
also be TA-ing there (something 
normally reserved for PhD or DMA 
students) as well as teaching cello 
at both Eastman and the University 
of Rochester. • In further graduation 
news, Derek Char collected a MS in 
Clinical Counseling from La Sierra 
University while Michael Haworth 
received his Masters’ in engineering 
from Cal Poly SLO.

It was a double graduation in the Char family:  
Derek got a Masters, and Lindsey her Bachelors.

Joey got a great send-off from his Cambodian stu-
dents, and looks forward to returning.

and Janelle Sullivan was brought 
to a successful conclusion with Mr. 
Jeff White officiating at their wedding 
on July 5th. • One of the groomsmen 
at that wedding was Mat Longinow 
and he was proud to introduce his 
wife Miriam.  They were married 
last August 31. • Another Woodcrest 
student who was supposed to be part 
of the bridal party was Joey Garcia.  
Unfortunately, he couldn’t make it 
(except with the playing of a song he 
had recorded).  After participating in 
two WCS mission trips to Costa Rica, 
and a trip to Uganda in college, Joey 
is now serving with ELIC (English 
Language Institute/China) in Asia. • 
Stephanie Lee graduated May, 
2013 from CBU with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing. She’s putting her 
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At home in Irvine, Trent studied drama at Concor-
dia while Sydni is working on Studio Art.

One of the newest newlywed couples is Jonathan 
and Amber Fry, married at the end of July!

Just as at Woodcrest, Amber and Breean com-
bined athletics and running at Westmont.

Jonathan Fry in a ceremony held in 
the scenic back yard of the Collier 
home. • In an all-Woodcrest union, 
Trent Semple and Sydni Clow were 
married on June 13, 2014.

2011
Hector Espejel married Celina on 
Valentine’s Day this year.  Hector 
works at Provident Bank and his 
wife is on staff at C28. • Then 
Myosha Creekbaum wrote to say, 
“I got engaged to Brandon Williams 
December 20, 2012 at the Mission 
Inn in the Cinderella carriage, and 
I married him September 27, 2013 
at the Mitten Building in Redlands.” 
• Joi Sullivan graduated from Cal 
Poly SLO, but won’t be leaving the 
campus.  She was elected to serve 
as Student Body President next 
year as she begins her grad work 
there. • Another graduate was Bob 
Binford, who received his degree 

2010
Climaxing her career at USC 
by being the student speaker at 
Commencement for her department, 
Otana Jakpor then moved on to 
continue her conquests at Harvard 
Medical School. • Other members of 
the class of 2010 earning degrees 
were  Ronnie  Dawson ,  who 
graduated from CSU San Bernardino 
with a degree in English Lit this past 
June and Brittany Gottlob, who 
completed her degree from Cal 
Baptist’s nursing school.  I think I 
noticed that she had just passed her 
nursing boards, too. • Also at Cal 
Baptist, Kayla Holguin and Ashley 
Knapp earned their degrees • Just 
like at WCS, Amber and Breean 
Collier graduated together this 
spring, this time from Westmont.  
Then, on July 26th, Amber married 

We’ve appreciated Ronnie’s help on the facilities 
staff as he worked his way through college.

Brittany’s stethoscope symbolizes that she is now 
a fully qualified nurse.

Fellow grads from CBU as at WCS, Kayla and 
Ashley celebrate the completion of their degrees.

Otana has donned the white coat of a med student 
in the hallowed halls of Harvard.
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Joi finished in three years at Cal Poly, but is stay-
ing on to do grad work there.

Who’s that cover girl?  Jordan Silveira’s modeling 
career seems to be doing well.

Hector and Celina Espejel are feted at the recep-
tion following their wedding.

Since their wedding in Redlands, Myosha and 
Brandon have been married almost one year.

Emily Binford helped her brother Bob celebrate 
his graduation with a business degree.from Seattle University in June. • Also 

graduating this spring was Lindsey 
Char who got her degree from La 
Sierra University. • Two former WCS 
baseball players recently earned 
spots in the Major League Baseball 
draft after having standout seasons 
as pitchers for CBU this year.  Trevor 
Oaks was chosen by the home town 
Dodgers in the seventh round, and 
Caleb Dirks went in the fifteenth 
round to the Atlanta Braves.  Caleb 
is already pitching well for the Rome 
Braves farm club. • Word just came 
in that Justin Romero has been 
admitted to the Naval Preparatory 
School in Rhode Island.  If things 
go well there, he will then move on 
to become part of the US Naval 
Academy class of 2018.

2013
Becky Collier was a standout track 
athlete at WCS, and she has built 
on that in her first year of college at 
Westmont where she has focused 
on the heptathlon.  In the NAIA 
National Championships in May, she 
finished fourth and won All-American 
honors.  Then, after school got out, 
she traveled to the USA Track & Field 
junior championships.  Competing as 
the only NAIA athlete against NCAA 
competition, she grabbed fifth place, 
setting a new Westmont record in 
the event in the process.  With three 
more years to develop and improve, 
her dream of Olympic competition 
seems to be getting closer!

Class of 2012
Mrs. Brown will be purg-
ing the cum files for your 
year next summer.  If you 
want anything from them, 
please contact her at 951-
780-2010.


